THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF

Rummaja Ali




f Ruminaja Al had been 2
person, his  life ,:‘..Lll:cE:.'
would have ended up on
the silver screen. Some
-tl\[ﬂrl-li‘.ing yoaang witler wm.lln;:l iL'd_'u'l;'
pitched his story 1o an up-and-coming
Hollywood producer, who in wm
woald have found a handsome |-!.1|.1.‘|';|;F
man w play the parr, and the rest
would be history — a Hollywood
blockhuster of a movie, seen around
the warld.
The requisite elements are all there - 2
youngster from a second gencration
immigrant family 1o America, sent

a new home, but rejected, and sent
backe. Then finding another home,
and E-DEII.E el w a nagonal ﬁl’_:-”lj_h:'lj-

ten, stll a youngster, where, as the
*underdog,” he was not expecred ro
emerge a winner. Nexr, the sweet taste
of victory, and a national champions
hip which brings him to the atention
of 2 charismartic and innovative mana-
ger who takes him o even greater
glory. Another day in the Mationals
spotlight, this dme compering sgainst
the “grownups.” A muld-million dol-
lar  syndication. Celebriny-filled
record-breaking aucoon sales. Sons.
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daugheers, and grandchildren achie-
ving wordwide fame  And ﬁl:l:t“_'..'.
returning home to spend his last pea-
ceful years with the family thar had
been his ever-faithful supponen since
4pe one.

But movies come znd go, often
quickly forgotten when the next one
arrives at the theare.  Perhaps we
should be thankful thar Ruminaja Al
was 2 horse. Not just any horse, buc
an Amabian stallien of supreme rype
and quality whe founded 2 dynasty
lifetime.

:iming his W

A szallion whose influence marches
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through time; whose get and grandget have in mn
Fouincled their own dynasties, conquering the world
with the strengrh and beauey of their bloed.

Ruminaga Ali, bred by Russell and Mildred Jameson
of Ranch Ruminaga, was foaled on Mi_:,' 11, 1976.
His pedigree, a judicious blending of the “new”
Egyptian imports to the United Stares, was a reflec-
li::llt I::Ir-”h-ll II]I:E Ill:lr‘bl'l11i|rll.'r HLEHEE: "Lﬂ Ii]l_".:ﬂ.ﬂ'_' ﬂfd'}l:
sire be the grandsire of the dam,” In his case, thar
meant *Morafic, the legendary son of the Egyptian

Agriculrural Soclety’s supersire Mareer, whose sons
and daughrers owcrned a global influence on the
Arabian breed. All four of Ruminaja Ali's grandpa-
rents, induding “Morafic, were impored  from
Egypt by Doug and Margarer Marshall of
Gleannloch Farms whose imports in the 1960% hel-
ped create a renaissance of Egyptian Arabian horse
breeding in the Unired States.

The world was captivated by the Giryale beaury of
“Morafic, and the lovely bay Mazeer daughter, *Bin
Maisa o Saghira, also gamered enthusizsm for
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the American show ring with her hggy
clegance and striking movemenr.
Their son Shoikh al Badi, bom in
1969, became one of *Morabcs mos
prolific sons, siring nearly 700 foals,
including Ruminaja  Ali. Bint
J'ﬂ;lﬁfd.‘l::.'l. Humih:lju Alls dami, was 2
half-sister o the well-known sallion
Mabiel and produced seventeen foals in
her liferime. many of them champions,
*Khofo, the sirc of Bint Magidaa, was
the second source of *Morafic Blood in

Alis pedigree.  His dam, the lovely

Anter daupheer *MNabilahh, was a il
sister o "Farazdac, a stallion of ethereal
beany,
addiconal sire lines of Anrer, Shahloul,
and 5id Abouhom, the podigree of
Ruminaja Ali also fmoured superb

Linedsred 1o Mageer, with the

marc lines from the hinest families of
Egypt, including Moniet o Mefous,
Harecha, Yosrel, and Barccha,
Ruminaga Ali wis Abayyan Om Jurays
in strain, tracing in tail female o a
mare given as 4 gift to Egypt from King
Abdul Aziz of Saudi Armbia in the early
193075,

As might be expecred, Ruminag Ali
was a captivating foal and grew into a
fine young colt. He was entered by his
breeders, the Jamesons, in cheir local
fururicy, where he was shown 1o viowry
thres years ina rows Tt wais an his fira
appesrance in the West Michigan
Rreeders Foturity class char fare engi-
recred 3 collision course beoween the
Bergren faumily and Ruminaja All. The
impart was instan@Eneous, a5 lom
Bergren and his mother simply could
not take their cyes off the wall, elegant,

and boisterous  colt  thar Gene
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Reichardr showed to victory thar day.
Tom immediately called his brother
Jim and asked him o go ke a look ar
the enlt ar hae earliest ﬂFF""T':I“i‘.}".

“I had a really hard rime geming to see
Ali,” £ e _Iill!l. “First, |.!|_'|-' the time
| got some time off to go 1o the ather
side of the stare o see him, we were
disappointed to laarn dhar we were
rowr [are, and he had been sald.” Time
passed, and when the Bergrens went
to pick up some mares they had sent
1o the Jamesans o breed 1o Al sire,
Shaikh al Badi, they had a chanes
conversation with onc of the girls whe
worked at the farm. " We heard from
her char Ali had been returned by the
original buyer and was back ar Gene
Reichardr’s,” continues Jin. “We tal-
ked abour ir all the way home from
Ranch Ruminaja. and decided char |
should ke an airplane over 1o
Milwaukes, Wisconsin o see him,
since it was just 2 90 mile flight across
the kike.” It sounded eisy enough,
but when the fateful day came, once
again, Jim was prevented from mee-
ting Ali. "After the pasengers from

the IRCEMming ﬂigl:l were ﬁm]f:,' affl

and we were just about ready to get an
the plane, the guy driving the leggage
Gl wenl oW 'i-|1|H' Lip [ilt' -H.ill.'rd.rli i:llil
smashed into the wing, They decided
the plane was unsafe vo fly, so [ had to
call Gene aned cancel the visie,”™

Jim finally made i to Milwaukes, and
life in the Bergren Fmily has never
been the same. "1 was shooting video
of Ali, so my first sight of him was
rhrnugh the viewfinder,” Jim says, “He
was kind of on a hill, and looked so rall
| thoughr maybe irwas the ground he
was standing on. Then when Tdid ger
on bevel ground beside him, he kepr
looming up in frent of me, and 1 reali-
zed he really was a big cole.”

A recurrent therne in the recollections
of all who knew and laved Al ks thar of
his unique characrer.  Jim Bergren
recalls that be was insanty aware thar
this colr wac different, “Ac | was loo-
king him over, | noticed chat he was
locking ME over,” he says laughingly.
‘I said 1o myself, he'’s making up his
mind about me while I'm making up
my mind abour him! Fisst [ noticed
his balance, then his size, then all of
his. wonderful qualinies put tmpgether,
but finally, what impressed me the

micist was just his artioede.”
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Bergrens didn’t bargan — they paid
which was, ol cour-

se, a bargain in the end.

the :r.\.'kiug plil.r

Whia mode the Brrpuu.-. decide that
Ali was right for them? Ar the time
they had a nice collection of marcs of
fine American breeding, including
|‘:'bc‘|l :'II1|'| |'] h-i:'tg;'lln I.I.:I!!EIIII:"IK, 1 '|.|.'t-|.|
as some marcs fearuring Egyprian
blood. "We wete tired of hauling our
mares to ather stallions,” JTim s, "o
we probably used up eight of our nine
cat lives hauling those mares and their

.‘_—‘;f'i’.f.-'mf.f.-'ﬁjﬁ 22 victorions al the Qlest
Al irﬁf;}rm ETFTH Volessic Shom with “Ced
Eibson as a (o= ol coll

Jim admits ke had juse $100 cash in
his pocker thar day. He wsed tha
moncy o “scal the deal” wich the
Jamvesons and keep Al off the marker
until he returned home 1w complee
the purchase.
quite an expensive <ol

Far his rime, Ali was

Bur che

babies from Michigan through
Chicago to beeed w0 Egyprian stallions
like *Tuharmoe,
*Moarasim.” Bur the family was deter-
mined w continue with their decision
P e the e I-'.g:,lpri:m iu'n]-m-rq,r;. Pew
only were these stallions visually exci-

*Famadac, and
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ting to the Bergrens, bur they believed
the bloodlines would add exactly whas
they were seeking in their herd, “After

we learned that Egyprians were having
the best influsnce on our mares, when
[ sow All, [ chought Here we go!’ He's
2 young hore, but hes ponna be o
great show horse, and yes, | believe he's
gonna be a wonderful breeding horse,
ton,” The fumure would prove Jim cor-
rect on all accounts.

The Ali star began o rise and twinkle
when he won unprecedented back-to-
back vicrories in all three years of the
Wi h-'lil_iﬁg.an ﬁ.uui:;.., TR |_|:|_|,|_:,-'
began shining brightly in Octaber of
1979 when he hiaded wess to the ULS,
Arabian Mational 'l:‘.|1:1r|:||li|.:|u.|!|'rp;, in
Albuquerque, MNew Mexico.  The
Bergrens had never taken a horse to the
Marionals before, and this was only the
second Marional Championship they
hiad ever agrended. Ted Gibson was the

mam ai e end of Ali's ke,
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Mear
although o
FOMNE Lo rerrem-
ber  the
cvent, loves w
watch the footage
of Al ar that Fare
ful  show  and
listen 1o his uncles
ws they recll
those unforgetta-
Ble  moments.
“Ted was a heck
of & traines,” siys
Mar, “and Ali,
well, he was just Ali™ It is importans to
remember char 1979 was a great year o
three year old eols.  The Top Ten
Fuurity Coles induded dhe straighe
Egyptians Ansan Halime Bey, Ansara
Imperial, and [bn Zaghloul, as well as
the *Bask sons The Chief Justice, and
Grande Bask. Ali caime from nowhere
o defeat the evenmal Rescrve
Champion, Huckleberry Bey.  The
enduring reputations of his compet-
non made the victory even sweeter, as
several of those colts went on to stellar
careers as show and I:""":"‘Ii”f- hurses,
Jim Bergren recalls, "We didnt know
anybody ar the Matonals and we didnt
know what was going 1o happen. The
preliminaries began on Saturday the
week before the finals, and we made the

Firse cur, and then the second our, and

Bergren,

actul

we began 1o see all these really néce hor-
se3 poing into the ring and then hea-
ding home, and we were still in the run-
ning with Ali. Then, when Al was
naméd MNatonal Champion, we were

5'--’;1*.-'5.*.*.#5.”1*('..5.-'4' =15 i Caanada
as a fionr-igear old
rwleee lee aclicped

[’f:"‘llf-' (Caierr feceors.,

just rorally and compleely overwhel-
med!”

Several onher lives were influenced thar
day in Ocrober when Ali emerged vic
rorious.  Dlavid Gardner was in the
crowd, and has often been quoted as
saying this was the moment his love
affair with Ruminaja Ali began, "Ali
was very, very different from anything
in that class,” remembers David, and
after taking a dose look at the colis
illustrious pedigree, he immediancly
contacted the Bergrens and began his
pursuit of Ali.

Loy and Linda Davidson of Focus
Farm were also preent during Ali's
win, Known as astute breeders with an
unerring eye towards selecting the best
sallions o compliment their mares,
they immediarely booked several mares
o Ali. “The Davidson’s faich in Ali
|i|ﬂ*:|||::.l Iir.‘]:rl’ LRIHN | L|.-||r_:|3 uP:u imst_' rus[
couple of years,” says Jim Bergren. The
long list of Foecus-bred champions and
LElul1:li.‘li'i.ll:l-].1ll.:|l.|.l.ll.'i.l1g HONS -IJ:I'IJ. 'll::llj.ﬁh-
rers of Ali proved their decisian o
breed o chis uniried stallion o be a

prudent one indeed.

Ted Gibson, like 5o many who were
close o this grear stallion, was strongly
influenced by his characier. Al was
just unbelievable,” Ted recalls, "and |
don't get emotional abour a lot of hor-
ses, but this one had more personalicy
than any other homse 1 ever worked
with,” Ted reculls thar Al was crained
bath 1o ride and drive, and although he



was never shown in performance, he
was very impressive under saddle.
“You could push Ali only so far when
he needed discipline,” Ted explaine,
"and then youd reach a poing where Ali
would say, ‘Okay, you gor the message
acrose. Thats enough” — he could
shoot you down with just a look”™

When Ted had Ali for mraining he was
still a young stallion, always on the
move, always wanong © be center
stage, and always full of nervous
energy.  He never wenr anywhere ar a
quier walk, but instead did a liling
dance that became known as “the Ali
shuffle.” One of the few people who
consistently had a calming effect on Al
wis a young lady named Rhonda
YVandermeullen, “She would mke him
for long walks in the afternoons, just
keating him niblde on grass, listen
the birds and relax, and they gt w
know cach other very well.” says Ted.
Rhonda, as one of the rop show
Browams i the couniry il li|:|'||:'I
aceompanied Ali o the 1980 LLS.
Nationals where he was compering for
":“'\!:l.faunul C.h:uul,!'lu:ll SHUELM:-

Ted Gibson remembers thar class like it
was yesterday, “Whenever Ali got into
wrotible at homee,” he explaing, "[d vell
ar him and say. ‘Al quid™ When the
Bergrens got w the MNaconals thag year

A s at f.l'llr'-"r'{".iff':’."!' ofe!
talcen Lo weeks be f_'-ra'r.r'
fis victory i al the 1979
Y .,_’;“_,l'l j?'nfm“ Fonteils,
wrleere fe s 'r:"'r-"'r.-:-_':‘:"‘.

et 1" . 1.,.-':-- :
oA NVealional .-;u'}rm.fl,.rrm.u

! . o e
=ity (ol

they began giving our burtons with
"Ali” prinred on them, and during his
class the sudience began chanting “Ali,
Al over and ever,  “OF course, Ali
immediately thought he was in mmou-
ble.” says Ted, "and he stamed doing
thar liotle shuflle and I'm urying o ga
through to his head and into his brain
thar everything was really finc, and tha
h:r: Wals |.|-1L'..|:|.-_ .:-l_.|1|;.| B[R] ill. I:l'l.lul.k]r:, a:HJ
justro relas.” Even thaugh he was a bic
unnerved, Ali still performed hike the
champion he was and gave Ted every-
thing he had that day. "My biggest
regret as a trainer was thar | somenimes

BLOODLINE

doni believe [ was good enough to ke
Al where he really could have gone,”
laments Ted, “He was so regal, and if
you eamed his respet he would do
anything for you. | just wanted to be
good enough for him = he was chat

kind of @ haee”

In 1980 the competition was very
decp, and Jim Bergren iclers w the
horses shown during Alis years in the
ring a5 a “gathering of caples.” The
names are sull familiar more than
DWETLY VEirs later. “Mluscan wars namaed

Mattonal Champion thar year, Bey
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Shaby was Reserve, and Ruminaja Ali
wis thind. When Tad gave Ali w
Rhonda after they keft the arcna, the
staflion dropped his head  inro
Rbenda’s chest and heaved & deep sigh.
"It was a5 if he sying ‘I gave you
everything 1 had,” Ted recalls of the
emotional moment between the two.
It was the onby time he ever saw Al
willk flac-foored, and his head remai-
ned down at Rhonda’s side during the
long walk back o the barms.

The “Gandner Bloodstock” years were
next in Ali's |r.:||g amd ﬂi:;linyqi,ﬂ:ni
carcer, and China Spring, Texas beca-
me his new home. David Gardner, stll
watching imemly as Al added 115,
and Canadian Top Ten lausels 1o his
show carcer, remained convinoed thar
Ali possessed innate grearness both as a
show horse and sire, Again, he pursued
a purchase, and finally persevered,
engineering an innovacive multi-mil-
lion dollar syndicarion, of which the
Bergrens remained members.  There
can be no doubt thar David Gardner
pionecred a level of promodion and
markedng for Ali dhar was torally
unprecedented for an Arabian sallion
at that time, and remains a benchmark
even wday. He steadfastly marched
Ali forward, with class and ﬂ;l.'it. o &n
unpar.‘:l]:]:d level |‘:I_.u;.'i.nl'lqll;.-.lmu.-ul:.r
and the legend of Ruminaja Al would
nat exist withour David Gandner and

his extraordinary vison for dhis
stallion.

The final time Ruminaja Ali
went oo the LS Maronal
Championships  he  had
David Gardner on the lead,
several new owners, and
legions of loyal fans o cheer
himt an, Al seemed w et
bemer and better with each
showing chat year and the
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number of his followers increased as a
result. By the nighe of the finals, it see-
med the entre croowd had bur one

SRuminaja i with

Dawit) Lyardner at the

1983 W25 @Nationals
wihere fie 1w

L. SReserve e Neational

ﬁﬁﬁmjﬂiﬂﬂ Satlion

name on their lips - “AL™ When the
beauriful stallion, now lightly dappled
and nearly white, was mamed U5
Reserve Mational Champion Seallion,
the noisc in the arena was deafening,

A smllion may cam Heeting moments
of fame through his individual excel-
lence and show ring successes, but only
in the breeding shed can he achieve
I immnrrn.lir_l.f. There L= 111 lJL' (175]
doubt that Ruminaja Ali, only a few
short years after his death, has founded
a dominane sire line that is jnl'fu-mu_':l:g
the Arabian breed around the world.
Ali sired many champions and of his
449 offspring, both suaght Egypuian
and athers, many of these have gone
on to produce their own champions.
But if Ali had sired only one foal he
still would have gone down in the
history books, and thar foal was the
resuelt of an imteresting twist of fae.

Before they acquired Huminzja Ali, the
Bergrens bred several mares o his sire,
Shaikh al Badi. One of these was a
lovely daughter of El Magamo named
Heritage Memory, For some unk-
newmn reason, she did not get in foal
thar year, a first for her. So when they
secured the purchase of Ruminaja Ali,
the Bergrens decided w bring her
home and breed her 10 the new colt,
She immediately gor in foal, and the
next year an exguisite bay colt was
born. They named him Al
Jamaal, and like his size, he went
on to win the U5, Nagonal
Champion Fuoarity, and in
1990  was LLS,
Manonal Champion stallion.
But perhaps even more asto-
nishing, he alsa sired 2 LLS.
National Champion Futurity
coly, BST Dajamaal, and a
U85,  Reserve  Mational
Champion Stallion, Dakar al

named



Jamaal, just like his father before him.
Today, the sons of Ali Janaal are busy
founding dynasties of their own.

What made Ali special as a breeding
stallion? “He sired consistent oraies,”
says Jim Berpren. " He would purt type
on a harse, and a look that sand, ‘this is
an Al horse.” He would alse techni-
cally improve the horse — whether the
mare needed hip or a shorter back, or
neck, or rype, he could make these
improvements on o regular basis.” It
is nearly impossible 1o name his most
influencial sons and daughrers, as
there are so many who have had suc-
cessful careers as both show and bree-
ding horses. A quick look ar just a few
of his sons of international significan
ce is impressive, bur far from compre-
hensive.  In Quarar there is Kaamil
Bawal, a MNational Clampion in that
country. Braril, of course, is home o
Ali Jamzal. In Ausiralia, Anaza El
Nizr has exerted a strong influence,
while both in Argentina and in the
U.S. Anaza El Fanid achieved great
fame a3 a show horse and sire
Coaltown was a Reserve Manonal
Champion in Ialy, and Ali Valentno
and MA Alishah have had emen-
dous show success in Germany. In the
Linited Stares, The Minstril has foun-
ded his own dynasty, pardcularly
through his son Thee Desperado, yet
another U.S. Heserve National
Champion of the Ali sire line. The
Focus-bred get have also been very
influential, including Focus Fanali,
Focus Khemali, and Foous Alianna. w
name but a few. Suaight Egypuan
daughters such as Bine Nourah, lone,
Bint Atallah, BKA Alisabbah, Bine
Bint Sonbaolah, and Bine Zaaring have
been oustanding producers. A quick
look ar a comiplere progeny list shows
that this is but a small sample of his
many superb sons and daughters.

Ruminaja Ali was laid o resm on
August 29, on the Bergren farm in
Michigan. Somehow, it seems that the
lives of all who knew this grear stallion
were changed in some way from
having knewn him. Al full brother,
Ruminaja Fayez, came to live with the
Bergrens recently. and along with Al
El Din, Ali Jamaals full brother, chey
teel especially blessed to have sa much
of the Ali influence on their farm.

BLOODLINE

his brodther, Ruminaga All. A swallion
thar, while on this earth, wus perhaps

never af this sarth.

“I chink Ali had an enduring quality,”
states Jim Bergen. “If you look a1 many
champions of years past, they would
not even go Top Ten in today’s show
ring, But | think Al wouk] have been
a champien in any decade, in any
country — from the 70% right up until

Mart noticed when Fayez arrived thae
his personality was remarkably similar
tm All, as 1t was somewhat difficulr v
get cose ro cither stallion. One day,
however, when Ruminaja Fayez was
I:|:|||:||;"|:| Il:u;,ﬂ:' irl III.'E' Hif < H ™ |Ht F.f:'lnr.'l.l
to finally seck our Mam, and wane o
be mear him. Man decided w “seize
the moment” amd enjoy some special
rime with Ali% rreasured brother. He
led him o on the farm o @ke a lo-
surely siroll together and Fayex wal-
ked quictly beside Mart unil he sud-
denly stopped and put his head down
1o graze. Fayer had unerringly chosen
to halt ar the exact site of the grave of

.,:—,:‘?.f.r;.r;.ﬂ'm.i'lj.rf A Jeest

rrgf?f'r f1e 1ty Il.ff.ff!‘:"!':'fﬁir’-'li}
feon the janesons

.-11‘
luy tee SAicegrens

as @ Lvo-year ol

roday. He was the proworype of the big,
pretey, refined and charismaric stallion.
Ali was oruly ahead of his time."

The Arabs say, “A pold jewed cannot be

made except from gold.” Ruminaja Al
was surely the gold standand.
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